FORM B —- BUILDING Assessor’s Number USGS Quad Area(s) Form Number 


MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 5-335A ORLEANS EAS.108 
MASSACHUSETTS ARCHIVES BUILDING 
220 MORRISSEY BOULEVARD 

BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02125 


Town/City: —§ Town of Eastham 
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North Eastham 
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Address: 345 Aspinet Road 
Historic Name: Zara & Betsey Higgins House 
Uses: Present: single-family residence 
Original: single-family residence 
Date of Construction: ca. 1832 
Source: deeds, vital statistics, censuses, newspapers 
Style/Form: Greek Revival/Cape Cod 
Architect/Builder: unknown 


Exterior Material: 
Foundation: stone 


View from NW. 
Wall/Trim: wood shingle/wood 
Locus Map (north at top) 
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Roof: asphalt shingle 


Outbuildings/Secondary Structures: 
none 


Major Alterations (with dates): 
Front entrance shifted from center to east corner 
& front porch added, early 20" c. 
Dormers added, mid-20" c. 


a 
N aul 


! 


Condition: good 


Moved: no] yes([| Date: 
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Acreage: 0.58 
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Setting: The property is situated on an early rural road now 
in the midst of small lots on new roads with houses built in 
the mid- to late-20" century. 
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Source: Mass GIS Oliver Parcel Viewer 


Recorded by: Kathryn Grover & Neil Larson 
Larson Fisher Associates 
Organization: Eastham Historical Commission 


Date: June 2020 
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[x] Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

The Sara & Betsey Higgins House, built ca. 1832, is a story-and-a-half wood frame single dwelling of Cape Cod type with a 
gable roof, wood shingle siding and central brick chimney. The front facade contains an entrance in the far eastern corner and 
three windows; likely the entrance originated in the center of the fagade and was altered later, probably when the deep, shed- 
roof porch with shingled kneewalls was added in the early 20" century. Two gabled dormers in the roof were added still later. 
Fenestration on the west gable end is organized in a conventional manner for 19""-century center-chimney-plan Cape Cod 
houses with three windows on the main floor and two windows centered on the upper story and flanked by smaller ones under 
the eaves. The east gable end is mostly covered by a long, one-story wing, set back from the front of the house, with four 
windows on the front. A one-story ell on the rear of the wing is probably a later addition. 


Once part of a larger farmstead property, the house is now located on a rectangular half-acre lot with a narrow frontage. The 
area in front of the house is open with a grassy driveway and parking area; the rear is wooded. 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE 

In October 1827, Elkanah Cobb (1757-1837) of Eastham sold a parcel of unstated size “for a house lot” to his son-in-law Zara 
Higgins (1801-74), who had married Cobb’s youngest child Betsey (1803-85) three years earlier. A seventh-generation 
descendant of Eastham settler Richard Higgins, Zara Higgins was one of six sons of Zaccheus Higgins Jr. (1761-1816), but he 
was not listed as a householder in Eastham’s 1830 census. His father was dead, and the only one of his brothers listed in his 
own Eastham household was Carmi (1793-1867); the only other male in that household was too young to be Zara. Nor, judging 
by the age ranges of household members, were he or his wife in his father-in-law’s household. It is certainly possible that the 
census enumerator missed the Zara Higgins household, but it seems more likely that Higgins did not build the house until after 
the 1830 census was compiled.' He was a master mariner in his early career, and newspapers along the East Coast document 
his presence in ports there between 1827 and 1832. He was master of the “fast sailing and regular packet brig” Oracle, bound 
from Boston to Matanzas, Cuba. in January 1828 and to Puerto Rico and St. John’s in April of the same year, of the brig Malaga 
between Boston and Baltimore in 1831, and of the ship Herald bound for Genoa in April 1832.2 His name disappears among the 
ship arrivals and clearances regularly reported in newspapers after that date, and it may be that Higgins retired from the sea and 
turned to farming after 1832. He is listed in his own household of three persons in the 1840 census, just after the household of 
his widowed mother-in-law Jerusha Foster Cobb. 


Zara Higgins was a member of the Eastham school committee in 1847 and a selectman in 1848, and in most years between 
1859 and 1874. He served on the town committee that oversaw the construction of an “earth bridge” in south Eastham in 1848, 
and moderated town meeting in most years between 1865 and 1874. Late in his life Higgins was also the Eastham agent for the 
Massachusetts Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals. The 1850 census lists him as a shipmaster in a household with 
his wife Betsey, and he then was credited with $733 in real property. The agricultural census schedules valued his farm at $400; 
he had 24 improved and 12 unimproved acres, and, like most Eastham farmers, had a modest supply of livestock, produced 
butter, and grew rye, corn, peas and beans, barley, potatoes, and hay. By 1860 the value of his farm had dramatically increased 
to $1600, and by 1863 only six other individuals in town paid a higher tax than he did and by 1866 only four paid more.? 


Zara Higgins died suddenly in mid-October 1874. “He went from home for a load of hay, and died upon the load while returning,” 
the Barnstable Patriot reported later that month. “He was 67 years of age and had been for eleven years a selectman of the 
town.” A later Patriot obituary added that Higgins had begun his career “with no resources but his own native traits of character, 


' Massachusetts Historical Commission building form for EAS.108, by Commonweal Collaborative in 1995, states that Zara Higgins was 
assessed on buildings and land valued at $600 in 1828, but it is not clear that a house was among the buildings. 
? Katharine Chapin Higgins, Richard Higgins: A Resident and Pioneer Settler at Plymouth and Eastham, Massachusetts, and at Piscataway, 
New Jersey (Worcester, MA: for the author, 1918), 250, 357-58. On Higgins’s maritime career see Boston Patriot and Daily Chronicle, 1 
January 1828; Boston Courier, 12 April 1828; Philadelphia Inquirer, 2 September 1831; Southern Patriot (Charleston SC), 16 April 1832. 
3 See “Taxation in Eastham,” Barnstable Patriot, 8 December 1863, 2; “Eastham,” Yarmouth Register, 3 Aug 1866, 2; “Massachusetts Society, 
C.P.A.,” Yarmouth Register, 28 June 1873, 2. 
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which were energy, promptness and perseverance” and had been master of “some of the finest ships out of Boston.” His will, 
which he wrote in 1838, left all his property to his wife Betsey on the condition that she assume her share (with his brothers) of 
the support his mother Jerusha. Should his wife remarry Higgins left her one-third of his estate, with the remaining two-thirds 
going to his sister Polly as long as she remained single and also contributed to their mother’s support. 


Scarcely a month after Zara Higgins’s death, Polly Higgins conveyed the share of 345 Aspinet Road that her brother left her to 
his widow, and the 1880 census lists her as alone in the house. In that year’s agricultural census Betsey Higgins is credited with 
a 57-acre farm, 23 of those acres tilled, and the farm produced four tons of hay, a half-acre of potatoes, four cords of wood, and 
twenty chickens. 


In 1881 Betsey Higgins sold 345 Aspinet Road to Edward W. and Flora A. Childs of Barnstable but reserved for herself lifetime 
use and occupancy of the house. In January 1885 she went to spend the winter in the home of John Clark, and she died there 
on 11 February.° The Childses may not have occupied the property—they had bought the Crocker Hinckley homestead in 
Centreville in 1884 and made it their permanent home the next year—and in 1888 they sold 345 Aspinet Road to Laban W. 
Turner of Everett “to be held as a homestead.” Born in Concord in 1835, Laban W. Turner was a cooper at the Charlestown 
Navy Yard when he enlisted in the First Regiment Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry in May 1861; he served three years, and in 
1866 he married Wellfleet native Mary E. Lincoln at Wellfleet. He was still working as a cooper as a provisions and clothing 
inspector at the Navy Yard when he bought the Eastham property. The 1900 census lists his wife, probably at 345 Aspinet Road, 
his son Harry and Harry’s wife and son, and a boarder in a separate household enumerated just before hers. Harry was farming 
the property. 


In 1907 Laban W. Turner was living in the house when he died, and three years later his widow Mary sold the property to 
Chester Edwin Pierce of Boston.’ Born in Jackson, Maine, about 1869, Pierce was a Boston police officer and in 1900 was living 
in the lodging house of Jessie Lamey, a Cape Breton native who had emigrated from Nova Scotia to Boston with her sister in 
1894. In 1906 Pierce married Lamey. For the most part the Pierces used 345 Aspinet Road as a summer home, though they 
were living there in 1929 and 1930 when Pierce had retired. By 1931 they were again spending winters in Boston. Chester 
Pierce died in Boston in November 1936, and his widow Jessie appears to have moved permanently to Aspinet Road between 
this death and 1940. She died in Eastham in 1947.8 


In her will Jessie Lamey Pierce left all of her Eastham property to Frank N. Shafer, who in 1956 added his wife Agnes Worthen 
Taylor to the property title. Born in Boston in 1885, Shafer worked as a brakeman and conductor for the Boston and Maine 
Railroad and lived in Portland, Maine; they probably used 345 Aspinet Road as a vacation property. By 1962 Agnes Shafer was 
living in Newbury when she sold the Eastham property to Richard M. and Alice M. Noack of New York City. Noask was an 
insurance underwriter and executive, and in 1964 he registered the Aspinet Road property. It changed hands three more time 
before 1013 to Michelle Hiscavich of New Milford, Connecticut, acquired the parcel from the estate of Margery P. Juch, who had 
owned it since 1993.° 
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[Delete this page if no Criteria Statement is prepared] 


National Register of Historic Places Criteria Statement Form 


Check all that apply: 
XX] Individually eligible [_] Eligible only in a historic district 


_] Contributing to a potential historic district _] Potential historic district 


Criteria: [] A xX] B [] c EJ D 


Criteria Considerations: [|] A LE] B [EJ Cc EJ D [—] E —J F [1] G 


Statement of Significance by Neil Larson 
The criteria that are checked in the above sections must be justified here. 


The Zara & Betsey Higgins House appears to be significant under National Register Criterion B at a local level of 
significance for its association with Zara Higgins, a respected master mariner and local government official. 
Newspapers along the East Coast document his presence in ports there between 1827 and 1832. He was master 
of the “fast sailing and regular packet brig” Oracle, bound from Boston to Matanzas, Cuba, in January 1828 and to 
Puerto Rico and St. John’s in April of the same year, of the brig Malaga between Boston and Baltimore in 1831, 
and of the ship Herald bound for Genoa, Italy, in April 1832. After Higgins retired from the sea in Eastham, he 
became active in local affairs. He was a member of the Eastham school committee in 1847 and a selectman in 
1848, and in most years between 1859 and 1874. He served on the town committee that oversaw the construction 
of an “earth bridge” in south Eastham in 1848, and moderated town meeting in most years between 1865 and 
1874. Late in his life Higgins was also the Eastham agent for the Massachusetts Society for the Prevention of 
Cruelty to Animals. 
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